
HTH ACADEMIC COURSE CATALOG 2011-2012
COURSE: BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS (PREVIOUSLY ‘BIBLE TIMES FOR KIDS’)

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Using Jeff and Emily Cavin’s Kids Bible Timeline, the students will learn Old and New Testament Bible stories and how they relate to Salvation History. Children will learn the 12 different time periods and how God acted through History during those time periods.  The class will combine reading, acting, game play, and art to help students learn to know and love God’s Word.  Upon completion of the course, the students will be well versed in the stories of Scripture.  

TEACHER:  Kathy Witherow

TUITION: $150 for 32 week course

BOOK NEEDED FOR COURSE: Great Adventure Kids Pack ($24.95).  This can be purchased from Ascension Press at this web site:  www.Ascensionpress.com
Students will also need a Bible.  The Bible recommended for this course is the Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition 

GRADE LEVEL: 6th-8th

CLASS SIZE: (MIN/MAX) 8-15

CLASS TIME: 1:45-2:45

TEACHER QUALIFICATIONS: Kathy Witherow earned a BS in Elementary Education (Cum Laude) at the University of Vermont and subsequently taught for two years in a private school. Kathy has extensive knowledge of Scripture and a classroom acumen that resonates with the students.  She has 8 children and has homeschooled for the past 20 years, with the oldest 4 homeschooled through high school.  Of those, the eldest graduated from Franciscan University Of Steubenville and 2 are off to college this fall ; one to Belmont Abbey College and the other to Benedictine College in Kansas.

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Kathy Witherow

540-341-8863

kawitherow@yahoo.com
COURSE:  INTRODUCTION TO CATHOLICISM
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This course provides the basics of why we were created and what is our destination in life.  Every baptized person has been called personally to serve God and love his neighbor.  The goal of our lives is personal sanctity, and the destination is heaven.  This overview of the Catholic Faith explains what it means to be Catholic. The course explains: the Church, prayers, holiness, the Blessed Trinity, the Blessed Virgin Mary, Sacred Scripture, the Ten Commandments and the Seven Sacraments.
TEACHER: Jim Drennan
TUITION:  $25 for 32 week course (Yes, just $25!) 

BOOK NEEDED FOR COURSE:  Introduction to Catholicism: A Complete Course.400 pages, hardcover, published by Midwest Theological Forum, Price $30.00,

ISBN: 978-1-890177-28-7.

GRADE LEVEL:  7th and above
CLASS SIZE: (MIN/MAX) No more than 25 students
CLASS TIME:  12:40-1:40
TEACHER QUALIFICATIONS: I am retired military with more than 34 years service. I have a MBA degree. I am a certified catechist by the Diocese of Arlington. I have instructed CCD classes for more than 30 years. I was the DRE at St. Lawerence the Martyr Catholic Church for more than seven years. I instructeed this class to home schooled children during the school year 2008.
TEACHER INFORMATION: 

Jim Drennan

6772 Arthur Hills Dr.

Gainesville, VA 20155

703-743-5591

amdjhd.drennan610@gmail.com
COURSE:  OUR MORAL LIFE IN CHRIST

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This course focuses the intellectual, moral, and formational development in living a life joined to the Mystery of our Lord.  This foundation affords the student with the only true alternative to a world which often rejects the spiritual and substitutes its own brand of convenience for that which is “right” and “true”.  The foundation, of course, is Christ and His Church.  The course presents the more complex theological concepts of the Catholic Faith.  With particular emphasis on the Catechism of the Catholic Church and Veritatis  Splendor, this course provides the formation necessary to live a moral life and a foundation to pursue advanced theological studies.
TEACHER: Jim Drennan
TUITION: $25 for 32 week course (Yes, just $25)
BOOK NEEDED FOR COURSE: Our Moral Life In Christ. 438 pages, hardcover, published by Midwest Theological forum, price, $39 ISBN: 1-890177-29-6.
GRADE LEVEL: 9th grade and above

CLASS SIZE: No more than 25 students
CLASS TIME:  1:45-3:00
TEACHER QUALIFICATIONS: I am retired military with more than 34 years of service. I have a MBA degree. I am a certified catechist by the Dioceses of Arlington.  I have intructed CCD classes for more than 30 years.  I was the DRE at St. Lawerence the Martyr Catholic Church, for more than seven years.
TEACHER INFORMATION: 
Jim Drennan

6772 Arthur Hills Dr.

Gainesville , VA 20155

703-743-5591

amdjhd.drennan610@gmail.com
COURSE:  INTRODUCTION TO SPANISH
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

The purpose of this course is to teach the fundamentals of the Spanish grammar and structure through listening, speaking, reading and writing instruction.  This course also provides an understanding of the culture and customs of Spanish-speaking people. 

TEACHER: Noelia Moreno

TUITION: $225 for 32 week course

BOOK NEEDED FOR COURSE:   ¡En Español! Level 1




                 McDougal Littell Inc.





                  ISBN: 0-395-91081-1

                                          Can be purchased through Amazon

GRADE LEVEL: 6th-7th   

CLASS SIZE: Min. number: 10

CLASS TIME: 12:40-1:40

TEACHER QUALIFICATIONS:

· Spanish Teacher from Spain

· 8 years teaching and tutoring experience (Spanish and ESL).

· Law Degree

TEACHER INFORMATION:

Noelia Moreno

12065 Maiden Hair Drive

Gainesville, VA 20155

(703) 753-9967

spanishtutorasap@aol.com
COURSE: SPANISH I  

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This is an intensive Spanish Course that emphasizes the fundamentals of the Spanish grammar and structure through listening, speaking, reading and writing instruction.  This course also provides an understanding of the culture and customs of Spanish-speaking people. It requires that the students study a considerable amount of vocabulary outside of class in order to maximize classroom instruction and increase the concentration on spoken Spanish.

TEACHER: Noelia Moreno

TUITION: $225 for 32 week course

BOOK NEEDED FOR COURSE:   ¡En Español! Level 1





               McDougal Littell Inc.





               ISBN: 0-395-91081-1

                                                Available through Amazon.com

GRADE LEVEL: 8th-10th   

CLASS SIZE: Min. number: 10

CLASS TIME: 11:20-12:20

TEACHER QUALIFICATIONS:

· Spanish Teacher from Spain

· 8 years teaching and tutoring experience (Spanish and ESL).

· Law Degree

TEACHER INFORMATION:

Noelia Moreno

12065 Maiden Hair Drive

Gainesville, VA 20155

(703) 753-9967

spanishtutorasap@aol.com
COURSE: BEGINNING GREEK

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

An introduction to the Greek alphabet, including reading, writing and pronunciation of 

Ancient and Biblical Greek.    We will end the year with Chrestomathy – the 

translation/memorization of  brief biblical passages in Greek.

TEACHER:
Marieann Machida

TUITION:
$200
BOOKS NEEDED FOR COURSE:  A Greek Alphabeterion and A Greek Hupogrammon by Harvey Bluedorn.

GRADE LEVEL:
6th-8th (5th grade with permission)
CLASS SIZE: (MIN/MAX):7-12
CLASS TIME:  10-11:00

TEACHER QUALIFICATIONS:    

Marieann Machida is a licensed and practicing attorney in Virginia as well as an experienced homeschooling mother of 6 school age children.  She is a graduate of Georgetown University (cum laude) and of The George Washington School of Law (with honors).   This will be her first year teaching the Greek alphabet.

TEACHER INFORMATION: 
Marieann Machida

mzm@themachidas.com
COURSE: EARTH SCIENCE
DESCRIPTION: The course is a middle school level Earth science class.  We will cover the basic tenants of the Earth and Space.  We will explore the Earth with mapmaking, earthquakes, volcanoes, land formations and erosion.  We will make volcanoes, landform maps, look at rocks, test different minerals and compare real dinosaur bones.  We will look at the weather and join NASA on their cloud cover project.  The kids will grow their own pet brine shrimp when we look at the ocean and its depths.  We will cover the basic astronomy, the moon, planets and now stars are formed.  We will fly model rockets at our class finale.  It will be a fun class with experiments most weeks.  I will cover the basics of how to write notes for a lecture course.  Note taking will be encouraged.
TEACHER:  Kim Smith
GRADE LEVEL: 6-8
REQUIREMENTS:  No prior science experience will be required.  We will be using the Kolbe approved text for this subject.  I will work with Seton, Kolbe, MODG, etc. on their specific requirements, ensuring all students receive class credit.
TUITION: $275 for a 32 week course (lab fees included in tuition)
BOOK NEEDED:  Holt Science and Technology Earth Science by Rheinhart.  Winston Holt; published by Holt McDougal, copyright 2006.  ISBN:  0030462274 (This is the same book as last year if you would like to borrow or buy a used copy from the previous class.)
CLASS TIME:  11:20 – 12:20
CLASS SIZE:  10 – 18
TEACHER INFORMATION:  Kim Smith is a Mechanical Engineer (11 years in the trade) with a math focus.  She has mentored and tutored many students through various programs primarily through Algebra I and II.  She has taught CCD for 8 years with 7th graders being her specialty.  She is married and has 2 children ages 2 and 4 who will be future home schoolers.  She and her family are members of Holy Trinity parish.  She is excited about this teaching opportunity and looks forward to the fun and enlightening times we will have exploring the beginning of upper level math and science.
TEACHER INFORMATION:

Kim Smith

540-341-3047 (home)

Kim@novasam.com

COURSE: GENERAL SCIENCE    !!!!!! CANCELED !!!!!!
COURSE DESCRIPTION: The course will cover a multitude of general science concepts learning primarily through experiments and hands on techniques. I plan to provide a notebook with all the labs, notes and forms to fill out.  I will help the kids learn to take notes, attend a lecture course and how to use real lab equipment correctly and safely.  We will cover various basic biology, chemistry, physic and anatomy topics in the following applications:

ROBOTICS: We use the Lego Mindstorm robot kits and follow the First Lego League Program (8wks).

FORENSIC SCIENCE: Dust for fingerprints, chromatography, blood typing, identifying substances (7 wks).

HYDRODYNAMICS: Build an ice cream factory while learning how water flows through buildings (3wks)

Simple Machines: build bridges, drop eggs, lift with pulleys, wire lights and fans and explore magnets (5wks)

WILDERNESS SURVIVAL: First aid, make a water filter, learn to signal and read maps, understand weather (5wks)

BASIC CHEMISTRY: grow crystals, test food for chemical components (2wks)

ANATOMY: identify bones, build a body with x-rays, build DNA and listen to your heart.(2wks)

TEACHER: Kim Smith
GRADE LEVEL: 7TH-8TH (No prior science or math is required. Older students may attend, but topics cannot be used for HS credit.)
TUITION: $285 FOR 32 WEEK COURSE (Includes all lab fees and notebook)
TEXT: NONE

CLASS TIME: 10-11:15
CLASS SIZE: min.10, max .18

TEACHER QUALIFICATIONS: Noted on page 7 above
TEACHER INFORMATION:

Kim Smith 540-341-3047/ Kim@novasam.com
COURSE:  PHYSICAL SCIENCE
DESCRIPTION:  The purpose of the course will be to provide high school entry level science to prepare students for successful completion of chemistry, physics, earth science and elementary astronomy.  The student must be in 8th, 9th or 10th grade and/or have successfully completed a pre-Algebra course and have a strong foundation in elementary science skills and concepts.  I recommend Algebra I to be taken concurrently with this course.  This course focuses on the fundamentals of chemistry and physics.  It will be a fun, fact filled introduction with many labs and class examples.  This class will count as a credit for high school science.  Eighth graders have the option to count it as a high school science credit with lab or use it as a first taste of high school work without the stress of a counted grade.  We will be using the Kolbe approved book for this subject.  I have been able to get class credit with Seton and MODG students.  I will be glad to work with any other program for the same credit approval.  Also, I will be glad to accepts a super ambitious 7th grader though I cannot guarantee high school credit.

TEACHER:  Kim Smith

BOOK:  Physical Science: Concepts in Action.  Physical Science: Concepts in Action with Earth and Space.  Authors David Frank, Michael Wyession, Sophia Yancopoulos.  Copyright 2006
Publisher:  Prentice Hall ISBN: 0131663089 (plug this in your browser to find the cheap books – it should cost around $20)

Please note:  This book is also available without the earth and space chapters.  If you wish to purchase a used copy of this shortened book, I will make sure the students receive the needed information.  This will keep the cost of the book down.

CLASS TIME:  1:45-3:15

CLASS SIZE:  10-18

TEACHER QUALIFICATION:  Noted on page 7 above.
TEACHER INFORMATION:

Kim Smith

540-341-3047

Kim@novasam.com

COURSE:  LIFE SCIENCE     !!!!!!  NEW CLASS OFFERING  !!!!!!
DESCRIPTION:  Join us  as we explore the science of plants, animals and the human body in a fun filled class with an experiment every week.  Dissect a starfish, a beautiful flower, a perch and a grasshopper, rummage through owl poop and hatch protozoa’s, grow some icky bacteria, and watch microscopic organisms speed through water, see the body through a microscope, isolate onion DNA or just see if your friends have reflexes.  This course focuses on the basic fundamentals and terminology of Life Science.  It will be a fun, fact filled introduction with many labs and in class examples.  The kids will have pet mealworms to grow into beetles and many other take home science projects.  I have a microscope with a projector so everyone will be able to view the slides at the same time to make discussion easier.  The kids will be introduced to real science equipment and taught how to handle each discussion easier.  The kids will be introduced to real science equipment and taught how to handle each lab safely.  Note taking and how to study for a lecture class will be reviewed.  This is a true middle school class focusing on the wonder, magic and beauty of science with God as our wondrous creator.
TEACHER:  Kim Smith

REQUIREMENTS:  The student should be in the 7th or 8th grade.  No prior science experience is necessary.

TUITION:  $285 for a 32 week course.  All plants, animals, dissection equipment, lab equipment, safety equipment and chemicals will be provided.
BOOK:  Focus on Life Science – ISBN:  0130443468 ($8.00 on Amazon) Prentice Hall
Please note:  This last chapter in this book is on the reproductive systems, babies, human development, etc.  This topic will NOT be discussed in class as I believe this is the parent’s turf and I do not wish to interfere.  Mom’s in previous years removed this information from the book before handing it to the kids.  I will let you decide what you would like to do.
CLASS TIME:  10:00-11:15.  This class will incorporate the lecture and lab.
CLASS SIZE:  10-18

TEACHER QUALIFICATION:  Noted on page 7 above.
TEACHER INFORMATION:

Kim Smith

540-341-3047

Kim@novasam.com

COURSE: CREATIVE WRITING
COURSE DESCRIPTION: The goal of this class it to provide a fun, comfortable environment for students to learn the basics of creative writing and allow them an opportunity to share their writing with their peers. This class will not be graded, but completion of weekly homework assignments will be essential for participation in the next class. Students will use the writing process to produce a personal narrative, poetry, and a short story. Peer editing and sharing will be part of the process. Each writing piece will be published into a book for the students to keep. Weekly journal writing and homework will be assigned.

TEACHER: Mary Beth Balint

TUITION: $330 for 32 week course (includes book publishing)
GRADE LEVEL: 6th - 8th grade

CLASS SIZE: Max 15 students

CLASS TIME: 10-11:00

TEACHER QUALIFICATIONS:  Masters in Education; state certified to teach grades K-8; former Fairfax County Public School teacher. Mary Beth has been  homeschooling her 5 children for 7 years.  This will be her fourth year teaching Creative Writing for HTH.

TEACHER INFORMATION:

Mary Beth Balint

13530 Chapelwood Court, Bristow, VA 20136

703-753-2379

mbalint@mindspring.com
COURSE:  IEW – TEACHING WITH STYLE AND STRUCTURE – JUNIOR HIGH LEVEL/LEVEL B
COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course is a transition from creative writing to a more structured style.
IEW is designed to make the task of writing less arduous by eliminating the frustration of “what do I write about”, and, instead, focus on the techniques and elements of writing clearly and articulately. There are 2 main parts of TWSS: Style and Structure. The stylistic techniques include effective use of language, openers, closers, and paragraph development. The elements of structure include note-taking and summaries; writing research papers, critiques and narratives; and learning the outline formats for various writing styles. Though formal grammar is not taught in IEW, there will be some discussion on the use of adverbial and adjectival clauses, verbs and adjectives. Grammar will be taught as needed. The students will write about 3-4 papers a month. These will range from very small (1-2 paragraphs) papers, to rough drafts, to 5-7 paragraph papers. Each class will be evaluated based on ability and the work load will be adjusted as needed. Rough drafts will be turned back for correction during certain units. Each student will be sent home quarterly “reports”. Grading with the IEW program is not cut and dry; individual improvement and completion of assignments per listed requirements will be major components in earning points.

TEACHER: Erin Fisher

TUITION: $345 for 32 week course

BOOKS FOR COURSE: 

Teaching Writing: Structure and Style Seminar Workbook (provided by the teacher-cost covered by tuition).  A 3-ring binder and page protectors will be needed also.

GRADE LEVEL:  7TH-8TH Grade (younger students with previous IEW writing experience, please contact instructor)

CLASS SIZE:  (MIN./MAX.) 8 minimum/12 maximum—will be willing to hold an additional class if there is enough interest

CLASS TIME: 1:45-3:00
TEACHER QUALIFICATIONS: See next page for qualifications

TEACHER INFORMATION: 

Erin J. Fisher

703-794-8641 (home)/571-330-6579 (cell)

Fisher_clan@comcast.net
COURSE:  CHARACTER-BASED WRITING

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This is the perfect course for students who have completed IEW level B but are not quite ready for the high school essay intensive course. This unique class will strengthen the student’s composition skills relating to IEW techniques in style and structure. The source texts will come from reading selections associated with the lives of Mother Teresa, Abraham Lincoln and St. Francis. The course will review all 9 units of IEW and move into using Advanced Stylistic Techniques not covered in level B.

TEACHER: Erin Fisher

TUITION: $350.00 for 32 week course

BOOKS FOR COURSE: 

Character-Based Writing Lessons (Supplied by Teacher /Covered by Tuition)

GRADE LEVEL: 7th-9th (must have completed IEW Level B) 

CLASS SIZE:(MIN./MAX.): 6 minimum/ 16 maximum

CLASS TIME: 11:20-12:20
TEACHER QUALIFICATIONS:

Mrs. Fisher has been homeschooling her 6 children for 6 years. She has a B.S. from Penn State University and a J.D. from The Columbus School of Law at The Catholic University of America. For the past 3 years, she has taught IEW at the Classical Conversations’ Bristow Campus for 5th and 6th graders and at Holy Trinity for both high school and junior high students. As part of her training, Mrs. Fisher has trained with Andrew Pudewa on 2 different occasions and is a Certified IEW Instructor.

TEACHER INFORMATION: (ADDRESS, PHONE, E-MAIL)

Erin Fisher

703-794-8641 (home)

571-330-6579 (cell)

Fisher_clan@comcast.net
 COURSE:  JUNIOR HIGH LITERATURE ANALYSIS
COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course will teach the elements of literature through fun and lively discussions. We will examine the elements of character, setting, plot, exposition, rising action, conflict, climax, denouement and conclusion, and discuss in detail each of these in reference to the course books. There will also be discussion about the author’s personal life and the writing techniques he uses (personification, allegory, symbolism, irony). Though this will not be a writing class, the students will occasionally write basic essays from prompts. Guidance will be given as to how the essays should be structured Each class will rely heavily on class discussions and preparedness. Students will read about 1 book every 2 weeks with short story/excerpts assigned between book discussion dates.

TEACHER: Erin Fisher

TUITION: $165.00/1st semester (one semester course /16 weeks/September 12--Jan. 16, 2012)

BOOKS NEEDED FOR COURSE: 

Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain

The Hiding Place by Corrie Ten Boom

Crispin: Cross of Lead by Avi

The Magician’s Nephew by C.S. Lewis 

The Yearling by Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings

Carry On, Mr. Bowditch by Jean Lee Latham 

Little Britches by Ralph Moody

**We will use the book Amos and Boris by William Steig (get from library)

GRADE LEVEL:  7th-8th 

CLASS SIZE:(MIN./MAX.):  6 minimum/ 16 maximum

CLASS TIME: 12:40-1:40
TEACHER QUALIFICATIONS: Mrs. Fisher has been homeschooling her 6 children for 6 years. She has a B.S. from Penn State University and a J.D. from The Columbus School of Law at The Catholic University of America. For the past 3 years, she has led the Book Buddies book club for 6-9 year-olds using the Teaching the Classics approach. She had completed the teacher training for Teaching the Classics and is active in a classical Socratic book group. 

TEACHER INFORMATION: 

Erin Fisher

703-794-8641 (home)

571-330-6579 (cell)

Fisher_clan@comcast.net
COURSE:  THE ELEGANT ESSAY FOR HIGH SCHOOLERS (1st semester)

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course will take students through the entire essay-building process. Using practice exercises, drafting, writing and research, students will gain a better understanding of what goes into higher-level writing. Students will prepare persuasive, expository and narrative essays. There will be class time for SAT essay discussion and practice at the end of the semester.

TEACHER: Erin Fisher

TUITION: $190.00/1st semester (one semester course/16 weeks/ Sept.12-Jan. 16, 2012)

BOOKS FOR COURSE: 

The Elegant Essay Student Book (Supplied by Teacher / Cost covered by tuition)

GRADE LEVEL: 9th-12th 

CLASS SIZE:(MIN./MAX.): 5 minimum/ 16 maximum

CLASS TIME: 10-11:15

TEACHER QUALIFICATIONS:

Mrs. Fisher has been homeschooling her 6 children for 6 years. She has a B.S. from Penn State University and a J.D. from The Columbus School of Law at The Catholic University of America. For the past 3 years, she has taught IEW at the Classical Conversations’ Bristow Campus for 5th and 6th graders and at Holy Trinity for both high school and junior high students. As part of her training, Mrs. Fisher has trained with Andrew Pudewa on 2 different occasions and is a Certified IEW Instructor.

TEACHER INFORMATION: 

Erin Fisher

703-794-8641 (home)

571-330-6579 (cell)

Fisher_clan@comcast.net
COURSE:  INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AND THE ELECTORAL PROCESS (2ND semester)

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

In this election year, we will take a look at how our country was formed and the documents that influenced and established what it is today. Students will read parts of The Federalist Papers, dissect the Declaration of Independence and Constitution, and discuss The Bill of Rights. We will delve into the structure of our government and its 3 branches and discover how our representative democracy works. From primaries, to parties; from the electoral college to super-delegates, the class will not only learn what it takes, step by step, to elect a president, but they will hold a mock election in class which will bring all the pieces to life. Materials will be supplied by the instructor. Some outside research will be required. Quizzes, class discussion and a final project will be the basis for grades.

TEACHER: Erin Fisher

TUITION: $170.00/2nd semester (one semester course/16 weeks/starts January 23, 2012)

Register Now for this course--you will be billed in January 

MATERIAL NEEDED: Pocket Constitution

BOOKS FOR COURSE: Supplied by teacher and cost covered by tuition

GRADE LEVEL: 8th-10th Grade
CLASS SIZE:(MIN./MAX.):  8 minimum/ 16 maximum

CLASS TIME: 10-11:15
TEACHER QUALIFICATIONS:

Mrs. Fisher has been homeschooling her 6 children for 6 years. She has a B.S. from Penn State University and a J.D. from The Columbus School of Law at The Catholic University of America. She is a tutor with CLassical Conversations and an IEW Certified instructor. She has taught election courses to history co-ops in election years and has a passion for teaching kids about our Constitution, government and the American History.

TEACHER INFORMATION: 

Erin Fisher

703-794-8641(H)/571-330-6579(C)

Fisher_clan@comcast.net
COURSE: HIGH SCHOOL LITERATURE (2ND SEMESTER)
COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course will take an in depth look at classic literature geared for the high school student. We will examine the elements of character, setting, plot, exposition, rising action, conflict, climax, denouement and conclusion, and discuss in detail each of these in reference to the course books. There will also be discussion about the author’s personal life and the writing techniques he uses (personification, allegory, symbolism, irony). Students will be asked to write comparison and critique essays. Each class will rely heavily on class discussions and preparedness. Books selected were taken from the college board’s “100 Great Books for College-Bound Readers”, “Teaching the Classics” and “The Well-Trained Mind”.

TEACHER: Erin Fisher

TUITION: $165.00/2nd semester (one semester course/16 weeks/ begins January 23, 2012)

Register Now for this course-- you will be billed in January.

BOOKS NEEDED FOR COURSE: 

Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain

Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens

Animal Farm by George Orwell

Hamlet by Shakespeare 

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe

Something Beautiful for God by Malcolm Muggeridge

GRADE LEVEL: 9th-12th 

CLASS SIZE:(MIN./MAX.):  6 minimum/ 16 maximum

CLASS TIME: 12:40-1:40
TEACHER QUALIFICATIONS:

Mrs. Fisher has been homeschooling her 6 children for 6 years. She has a B.S. from Penn State University and a J.D. from The Columbus School of Law at The Catholic University of America. For the past 3 years, she has led the Book Buddies book club for 6-9 year-olds using the Teaching the Classics approach. She had completed the teacher training for Teaching the Classics and is active in a classical Socratic book group. 

TEACHER INFORMATION: 

Erin Fisher

703-794-8641 (home)/571-330-6579 (cell)

Fisher_clan@comcast.net
COURSE:  AMERICAN HISTORY:  THE CIVIL WAR ERA

COURSE DESCRIPTION:   This course will take an in-depth look at our country from the 1820's through the Civil War. Major topics include Slavery in America, The Texas War for Independence, The Mexican-American War, Nativism, The Birth of Photography and its Impact on American History, The Rise of Abraham Lincoln, The Roots of Civil War, and the Civil War itself (approximately one half of the year). Presentations include period weapons, artifacts, art, and music.

 

TEACHER:  Hugh Gardner

TUITION:   $225/30 weeks

BOOKS NEEDED FOR COURSE:
Illustrated Atlas of the Civil War, Time-Life Books, 1996.  ISBN 0-8094-8858-2 (paper)      

ISBN 0-8094-8859-0 (cloth)

One copy per student is mandatory.  The Atlas is highly detailed and has fine print; sharing is not practical.  Fortunately, the book is plentiful and very inexpensive on websites such as Amazon.com and Abebooks.com.  Any edition, hardback or paperback is fine. 

Arms and Equipment of the Civil War, Jack Coggins, Dover, 1962.  ISBN 0-486-43395-1

One copy per family is mandatory.  This is an excellent and inexpensive reference that supplies a great deal of pertinent and enlightening background info.  Available on Amazon.com and Abebooks.com.

American Heritage Pictorial Atlas of Unites States History, American Heritage, 1966.

One copy per family is mandatory.  A wonderful, inexpensive resource.

Required Viewing:

The Alamo, Touchstone and Imagine Pictures, 2004.  This is an excellent retelling of the Alamo Saga, far more nuanced and historically accurate than any previous film. It is rated PG-13.  

We will be discussing this film approximately week 3 or 4 of class.  I will have some copies available for borrowing, but it would be most helpful if those with Netflix (or similar) obtain the film on their own.

For those with the intestinal fortitude, it is very illuminating to watch and compare this version with the 1960 John Wayne Alamo epic.  The Duke’s version is long, windy, and a prime example of myth and legend substituting for actual history.  Comparing Billy Bob Thornton’s “Davy Crockett” to John Wayne’s “Davy Crockett” is quite telling.

GRADE LEVEL:  6th /7th – 12th

CLASS SIZE: (MIN/MAX)  20-27

CLASS TIME:  Thursday mornings 10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

TEACHER QUALIFICATIONS:   Hugh Gardner has a BA and MA in American History from The Catholic University of America.  He was a Military Intelligence Analyst with the CIA from 1982-1989, and has been a stay-home dad from 1989-present.  He has been the owner and operator of Illuminations Presentations since 1996.

TEACHER INFORMATION: 
Illuminationshg@verizon.net
COURSE:  STUDY HALL

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Children may spend time in between classes in the study hall.  They will be allowed to talk and eat for 15 minutes and then there will be quiet reading and studying.

TEACHER: TBD

TUITION: $50/child or $75 Family (PAID IN FULL AT REGISTRATION)

BOOKS FOR COURSE: N.A.
GRADE LEVEL:  6th-12th

CLASS SIZE:   (MIN./MAX.) No min or max

CLASS TIME: 

TEACHER INFORMATION: 

TBD
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