Introduction
· There is an estimated 1.2 billion Muslims around the World.  It is considered the fastest growing religion on Earth and it is the second largest religion, behind Christianity, which is first.

· Although the increase accounts for the births of Muslims, the increase is also by converts.  Which, Islam does not have an organized missionaries.
· The word Islam means “submission to Allah.” It is derived from the word peace.  Therefore, peaceful submission to God.
· Muslim means one who is submissive to Allah.

· Less than 15 % of all Muslims are Arabs.

· The Muslims believe that everyone is born Muslim—just not everyone follows “the one true faith.”

· Muslims believe the first Muslim was Adam—since he believed in one God.

Early Prophets and the Holy Books
· The Muslims believe that Islam did not start with Muhammad, but that he was the prophet that was the messenger of Allah and was able to organize all the ideas of Islam into the Koran.  They believe that Adam was the first prophet and since he believed in one God, that he was also Muslim.  They believe that all the prophets were Muslim.   They believe that everything on Earth since the beginning of time is born or created Muslim.
· All prophets are examples of the faith and therefore did not have major sins.  The Koran and the Bible differ in many ways.  Where the Bible shows various sins of the prophets, kings, etc. the Koran shows no sins.  An example is Moses’ brother, the Prophet Aaron.  The Koran states that he tried to stop the others from making the golden calf.

· Adam—He and Eve sinned, but asked God for forgiveness, which was granted.  The Muslims therefore, do not believe in Original Sin.  Once God forgave them, they had to leave the Heavens and live on Earth.
· The Muslims believe that the Kaaba was built by the Prophet Abraham and his son, Prophet Ishmael, 2,000 years before Muhammad was born.  Abraham was ordered by Allah to build the cube-shaped structure as a house of Allah and a place for worship.  The Muslims believe that Allah’s throne in the Heaven is directly aligned with the Kaaba on Earth.  The Kaaba is located in the Sacred Mosque in Mecca.  They believe that the Kaaba is located where Adam lived on Earth and under the throne of God.
· The Muslims believe that Moses reveled the Torah, but it has been altered through time by man.  The Muslims acknowledge it, but don’t read it or follow it since they believe it is no longer the word of God.  Allah states in the Koran that the Gospels and Torah were once His word, but some people have altered their text and twisted their meaning.  They are no longer valid references.  Therefore, he had to send the Angel Gabriel to reveal the word of God to man again.
· The Angel Gabriel was the one who told Muhammad everything to put in the Koran.  The Muslims believe that this angel visited all the prophets and that he is the Holy Spirit.
· The Muslims believe Jesus is a prophet like Moses and Muhammad; however, they believe that he is not the Son of God.  The Koran confirms that Jesus was conceived miraculously and that his mother, Mary and that she carried him as a virgin.  The Koran states some of his miracles, but that he never died on the cross, as Allah would not have allowed his prophet to suffer such a terrible death.  They believe that an imposture died on the cross.
Muhammad

· Muhammad’s father died while his mother was pregnancy with him.  His mother knew her child was special since her pregnancy was peaceful and comfortable.  She experienced many visions concerning her unborn child.  On one occasion, she heard a voice telling her, “You are carrying in your womb the master of this nation.  When he is born say, “I place him under the protection of the One from the evil of every envier.”  Call him Muhammad.”  Muhammad was a name that had never been used before.
· After Muhammad was born, his mother placed him with a Bedouin foster family.  This was traditional for families of Arabic city to place their children with Bedouin foster families to learn Arabic in the purest form (which the Bedouins were well known) and to protect them from diseases that were prevalent in the cities.
· It is unclear how long Muhammad was with the foster family—anywhere from 3 to 6 years.  But after he returned to his mother, she soon died and he lived with his grandfather until he died when Muhammad was 10.  Then he lived with his uncle.

· Muhammad was a trader and worked the caravans that traversed the dessert.  This skill he learned from his uncle.  Muhammad was considered honest and dependable.  
· The Muslims believe that Muhammad was the last of the prophets, as the Koran clearly states.  He did not know he was a messenger of Allah until his unexpected encounter with Angel Gabriel when his was 40 years old.
· Muhammad often traveled to a nearby cave where he meditated.  During one of these trips, the Angel Gabriel visited him and stated “Read!”  He answered, “I cannot read.”  Again the apparition ordered him to read.  Again Muhammad answered he cannot.  Then the angel gave the first passage of the Koran that continued to talk about reading.  

· Muhammad could not read or write, therefore, as he received each section of the Koran, he had scribes write down the various verses and where the new verse was to be placed.

· The Angel Gabriel visited Muhammad between 23,000 and 27,000 times during the 23 years and recited parts of the Koran during each visit.  Angel Gabriel, relaying Allah’s instructions, told Muhammad where to place each verse.
Muhammad—continued

· Muhammad memorized the Koran and before he died, he recited it twice to the Angel Gabriel.  Throughout time, Muslims have memorized a part or all of the Koran.  All memorization is done in Arabic and there is never room for mistakes when reciting—every word must be correctly pronounced, no word may be omitted, no letter forgotten.

· For the first three years, Muhammad kept the information from the angel to only family and close friends.  As the word spread, the locals of Mecca were not happy.  The locals harassed him and tried to have Muhammad killed.  He was able to escape to Medina with his best friend.  The Islamic calendar starts the year Muhammad left Mecca for Medina.

· In the name of Allah and Islam, Muhammad fought many battles.

· There are miracles associated with him—being able to escape from death, being unseen by his would-be killers.  He could heal wound, foretell the future, raise water to the surface of dry land, satisfy the hunger of his armies in battle with minimal amounts of food.  He split the moon into two pieces.  One night Gabriel brought Muhammad a winged white creature and traveled to the farthest mosque (which was in Jerusalem) with Gabriel and Michael the Archangel.  There he met previous prophets—Abraham, Moses, and Jesus.  Muhammad led them in a prayer at the Mosque.  Then he mounted the winged animal again with the two angels.  They traveled throughout the heavens.  There were seven heavens and each had a gate with angels standing guard.  He met the prophets in the Heavens: Adam in the first, Jesus in the second, Moses in the sixth, and Abraham in the seventh.  In the seventh Heaven, Muhammad glimpsed Paradise and conversed with the Creator.  He returned home that same night with the Angel Gabriel in time for the dawn prayer.  His greatest miracle, the Muslims consider is the Koran.
Muhammad’s wives

· Muhammad’s first wife was a rich widow who hired him to take charge of one of her caravan and he ended up getting a great deal of money for the wares.  She was impressed and they married.  He was a poor, simple trader; however, he was considered honest and trustworthy.  He was 25 and she was 40.  They were married for 26 years and had 6 children (two boys, who died young and four girls who lived to adulthood).

· Muhammad had a total of twelve wives during his 63 years.  After his first wife died, he married his best friend’s daughter, who he was engaged to when she was nine and married her a few years later. 

Muhammad—continued

· The authors state that, the Koran states a man cannot have more than four wives, however, Muhammad was allowed to have to twelve in order to show examples of how and who a Muslim can marry.

Some of the other women he married were:

· Two of his enemies daughters that were taken in battle (to show he wanted peace and reconciliation)

· A Christian slave, who was a gift—he instead married her and she converted to Islam

· A Jewish woman who also converted to Islam (to prove can marry outside of Islam)

· He also married his cousin—to show it was ok to marry cousins.

The Koran
· To the Muslims, the Koran is a guidebook to life.  It discusses multiple topics including: science, ethics, justice, history, social order, faith, and the afterlife.

· The Muslims completely believe that he words that make up the Koran were bestowed upon Muhammad and that they are the actual, literal spoken words of Allah.

· The original language of the Koran is Arabic and therefore, Muslims are to only read or quote the Koran in Arabic.

· The Koran is made up of 114 Suras (the Arabic term for Koranic chapter).  The Koran is not in chronological order.  It was also not revealed in the order that the Koran is today.

· The Koran was delivered to Muhammad by the Angel Gabriel, who the Muslims believe is the Holy Spirit.  This process took 23 years and started when Muhammad was 40 years old and lasted until he died at the age of 63.

· The Koran is considered the word of Allah delivered by the Angel Gabriel.  The Sunnah of the teachings of Muhammad.  Muslims believe that the Sunnah and the Hadith are of divine source, like the Koran.  The Koran comes first then the Sunnah complements it, explaining and clarifying what is difficult for the people to understand.

· The Hadith are quotes and anecdotes of Muhammad.  There are thousands of Hadith that Muslims use to understand the Koran and Allah’s instructions thoroughly.   A Hadith is almost always a quote of Prophet Muhammad from someone who was present with the Prophet at he moment he said it.  The Hadith is the word of Muhammad, not Allah.
· Within the Koran, there are 99 different names for God.  The primary name is Allah.  The Muslims believe that God gave himself these names, which are attributes, such as the Most Merciful, the Most Gracious, the Greatest, and the All-Knowing.  Muslims may use any of these 99 names when they speak of God.

· Before a Muslim touches the Koran, he or she must clean their body through ablution.  The Koran states that “That this is indeed a noble Koran.  In a book kept hidden. Which none touches but he purified.” (56:77-80)

· The oldest known Koran is at the Egyptian National Library in Egypt that dates back to 688 AD, 58 years after the Prophet’s death.

The Six Pillars of Faith and the Five Pillars of Islam 
· Muslims divide the world into believers and nonbelievers.  Believers are people who believe in the Six Pillars of Faith.  Muslims believe that Allah gave the Six Pillars of Faith and the Five Pillars of Islam.
· The Six Pillars of Faith, Believe in:

· Allah

· His angels

· His Holy Books

· His messengers

· Fate and destiny

· Afterlife and the Last Day

· The Five Pillars of Islam

· Declare faith in Allah and in a His Prophet Muhammad

· Perform five prayers a day

· Spend toward charity

· Perform pilgrimage to the Kaaba

· Fast the month of Ramadan

Women’s Rights
· All the authors I read state that before Muhammad became a prophet and the Koran revealed, the oppression of women in ancient Arabia was great.

· The authors state that the women have equal rights in education, career, marriage and divorce.  However, these same authors state all the differences of these rights between men and women—In other words, equal but different rights.

· For example, women have freedom with their possession, but inherit less than male heirs.  The reason is that men have to spend and provide for their families.
· Women, in Muslim countries, are to wear a Hijab, which covers everything except for her face, hands, and feet.

· Based on the Koran and Sunnah, Islam teaches that parents should not discriminate between their boys and girls when it comes to their education.  However, the authors agree that in many Islamic societies that girls are not treated equally in their education.
· The Koran states that women can have careers if she does not neglect her duties towards her husband and children.  The Koran also states that what ever she earns is hers.  However, if she shares it with her husband and family, it is good and she will get a higher place in heaven.

· It is important to note that whatever job a woman chooses, she must be within the limits of modesty—specially since she will be with strangers (who are anyone not a member of her family).

· The rights of women in a marriage are different—if they want to divorce their husbands, they need to go to court.  A man just needs to say “I divorce you” and the divorce is valid.

Marriage, Family and Inheritance
· The Koran forbids premarital sex.

· The punishment for adultery is stoning to death both the male and female.  There are specific steps in order to find the two guilty.  There must be four witnesses to the actual act of adultery, which is rare and unlikely.
· According to Islamic law, no woman can be forced into a marriage.  The man must ask for the woman’s hand in marriage from her male guardian.  Once the engagement is approved, the law of Allah commands that he present his bride with a gift (depending on his wealth) can be cash, jewelry, or a piece of property.  If the engagement ends, the woman deeps half the amount or value of the gift.  If the marriage ends in divorce, the woman keeps the gift.

· Muslims are allowed to divorce; however, before the divorce, an arbiter from the wife’s family and one from the husband’s family try to sort things out fro the couple.  However, if a man wants to divorce his wife, he just needs to say “I divorce you” and the divorce is valid.  If a wife wants a divorce, she must go to court.

· The Koran allows a man to have up to four wives.  The authors try to just polygamy by stating that past prophets had multiple wives. They also justify polygamy as a way to discourage extramarital affairs.  In order for a man to have more than one wife, the Koran states that he must be fair and equal to all wives and all children.  The authors state that most men believe that this would be difficult and therefore do not practice polygamy.
· Birth control is allowed in a marriage; however, using birth control with an intention to never have children is undesirable in Islam.
· The Koran forbids parents from killing their children but does not refer specifically to abortion.  Most scholars conclude form the Koran and the Sunnah that abortion is forbidden because it is the killing of a child.  Others say that abortion is allowed in the first few weeks after conception.  Islamic law allows abortions if there is a health risk to the mother.

· Adoption is allowed.  However the adopted child is not allowed to receive any inheritance, is not allowed to change his or her name to the new family (for fear of mixing blood lines and down the road a blood relative might marry a blood relative (unless a cousin, which is allowed) and the child’s lineage must be preserved.  Once the child reaches puberty, he is to be removed from                 “marriage-able” members of the family.
Marriage, Family and Inheritance—continued 
· The Koran states very specific and detailed examples of how the inheritance must be followed by all Muslims.  A person has the right to control only a portion of his wealth, choosing to whom it would go; the rest is divided by the laws of the Koran.    Before anything goes to any heir, all debts owed by the deceased must be paid.  The Koran specifies the portion each member receives.  Although the woman’s inheritance is less than a man’s, she is suppose to be able to save it, while the man is suppose to spend his on his family.

The First and Last Day
The Creation
· The Koran explains the world was created in six days and that a day is not our day, but thousands of years.  God, since he is God did not need to rest on the seventh day.

· In the Garden of Eden, the Koran implies that the Garden was not on Earth and that after disobeying Allah, Adam fall to Earth.  The Koran states that Eve and Adam are equally guilty in disobeying Allah and that they were both forgiven.
The Last Day or Judgment Day

· The Koran states that the world as we know it will eventually come to an ed.  In the Koran and the Hadith, there are lists of major and minor signs foretelling of the Last Day.  The Muslims believe that most of the minor signs, which there are around 100, have occurred.  They range from the killing of an Iman, Medina being on fire (in 1233 which lasted two days), general lack of morality, alcoholism, foul language, nudity, abandonment of religion, people will try to avoid pregnancies, increase in earthquakes, music will enter every household, and increase in depression and suicidal thoughts.
· Once the minor signs are complete, they will transition to the major signs, the first being a major war where the Muslims will form a safe alliance with the Romans against the common enemy.  The Muslims believe that enemy will be Russia or Asia.

· When the war is over, victory will be with the Muslim-Western allies.  Then a quarrel between a Christian and a Muslim will plant resentment in the hearts of the Americans and Europeans against Islam.  Secretly, Europe and American will plot to revenge against the Middle East.  Nine months after the war of Armageddon, armies composed of eighty sections will attack the Middle East with a total number of 960,000 soldiers.  Muhammad foretold of the coming of a man know as the guided one who will save the Muslim people from these soldiers.  He will become a leader and reign for several years during which other extraordinary signs will appear.

· There are ten major signs, in chronological order:

· The appearance of an imposter called Al Dajjal (who will appear during the war)
· The descent of Jesus from the Heavens

· The escape of Yagog and Magog

· The sun rising from the west (after three days of darkness)**
· The coming of the Beast

· The Death Wind (which takes all the Muslims and believers)
· three massive earthquakes (one in the East, West, and Arabia)
· A fire that will start in Yemen and crawl all the way to Syria.

**Marks the time when repentance is no longer accepted.

The First and Last Day—continued
The Last Day or Judgment Day—continued 

· The Last Day will not come until the horn is blown, which is blown by the Angel Israfil, who is among the highest-ranking angels.
· The Muslims believe that the first horn blow, which is called the Blow of Fright, will kill all the remaining people.  The second blow will resurrect all the dead from the time of Adam to the time of the Hour.
· The Hour of Fright starts a chain reaction of Global disasters.  The universe will respond in a violent shudder causing the planets to go out of orbit.
· Some Muslims interrupt that there are three horns, one to create the natural disasters, a second to kill everything, including the angels, and a third to resurrect everyone for judgment.

· The only survivors of the blow of the horn will be four angels, Gabriel, Israfil, Michael, and Azreal (the Angel of Death) and the carriers of Allah’s throne.

· Once every soul is with its body, they will each be given a book, and must take it in the right hand or the left.  They will not have a choice of what hand to take the book.

The people with the book in the left hand will go to Hell.  The people with the book in the right hand will go to the various levels of Heaven.

Beyond Life: Soul’s Journey and Heaven and Hell
· The Muslims believe that an angel delivers the divine breath into the fetus sometime during the first few weeks of pregnancy, bestowing life upon it.

· The Angel of Death receives the command from Allah to seize a soul, and arrives where he’s due with a few other angels.  These angels may appear beautiful and charming for the righteous souls, but may appear in 
· The Angel of Death comes with other angels including the Angel of Mercy for believers and the Angel of Torment for nonbelievers
· When the Angel of Death hands the righteous soul to the Angels of Mercy, they carry it up and ascend to the Heavens.  All the gates of the seven Heavens open up to let the good soul pass through, until the soul reaches the seventh Heaven.  There, Allah declares that the soul has been good and forgives its sins.  Then the angels fly back down to the body of the dead person and let the soul watch the preparations for burial of the body.

· The soul of the wrongdoer is handed to the Angels of Torment, who carry it up to the Heavens.  There, the gates of all Heavens are closed to it, and the soul is not permitted to pass through.  While it is down by the lowest Heaven, Allah declares the soul evil and tells the angels to carry it down to Earth and leave it in the grave.

· After the funeral, the soul remains in the grave and then is interrogated by to angels.  There are two windows on either side of the grave, one to the Heavens and one to Hell.

· The first question is Who is your Lord, and what is your religion?  If the soul answers “My lord is Allah and my religion is Islam,” the window to Hell closes a little.  All questions are about Islam and Muhammad and if the questions are answered correctly, the window of Hell closes a little more each time until it is closed.

· For the nonbelieving soul, they are given the same questions, but if answered wrong, the window of the Heavens close.  One the window of Hell remains open.  Its heat sears the soul as the grave draws tighter and tighter until the soul’s ribs are scrunched together.  A hideous foul-smelling creature appears before the soul and introduces itself as is bad deeds.

· The grave is either a resting place or a torture chamber until the Last Day.
There are seven gates and levels to Hell—not all people are punish ed with equal severity.

Jihad
· The term holy war is incorrectly applied to Jihad.  The true meaning of Jihad is in exerting an effort for the cause of Allah.

· It means “striving” or “struggling” for Allah.
· There are four types of Jihads

· Of the mind and heart

· Of the tongue

· Of the pen

· In battle (defensive battle). The Koran forbids Muslims from being aggressor.  They cannot kill women, children, the elderly, or mentally ill.
Jihad of the mind and heart—when a Muslim sees or hears something that is against their faith they are to do a Jihad of the mind and heart.  They can do extra prayers is one example.  But they take in their heart and mind the wrong-doing and say something like, for Allah I denounce ____ (the wrong-doing).

Jihad of the tongue is when a Muslim tells a non-Muslim about their faith.  

Jihad of the pen is when a Muslim writes about their faith for non-Muslims.  Therefore, all the books I read, written by Muslims for non-Muslims would be Jihad of the pen.

Jihad of the battle is ONLY for defensive battles—to protect self, family and friends, property, homeland, and Islam.

Divisions of Islam

Sunni
· The first division in Islam, between Sunni and the Shi’a occurred not as a matter of differing beliefs, but due to politics and the role of leadership in the community.

· The Sunnis shun formal clergy status versus the Shi’a leadership have a popelike authority.  
· Sunni and Shi’ Muslims differ on some basic beliefs of the faith, including the attributes of Allah and the role of the Prophets.  The call to prayer is different.  The Shi’s add a few phrases during the call.

Shi’a or Shiati Ali (supporters of Ali)

· Make up about 10 percent of the Muslim world.

· Believed that the leadership should stay in the bloodline of Muhammad (his son-in-law, Ali).  In the ninth century, Muhammad’s bloodline died out the supreme imams were then elected.  The most famous Shi’a leader was the Imam Khomeini, the ayatollah of Iran from 1978 to 1989.
· They believe that since the leader is appointed in accordance with divine authority, he is perfect and sinless.  His opinions are binding, believed to stem from prophetlike inspiration and guidance.

· Shi’a Muslims also tend to focus more on the virtues of martyrdom.

