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Introduction

Everyone in this room probably has a ghost story or has heard of a convincing ghost story.  I have several myself.  One story was told to my family through a letter from great, great aunt Debbie to my grandmother.  Aunt Debbie explains to my grandmother that she saw her two sisters who were dead.  One of the sisters was my grandmother’s mother.

[read letter]
But we are not here to tell stories, but to discuss what is the Catholic teachings about ghosts and does the Bible mention ghosts.  The second part of that statement should be an easy answer for everyone in here.  The gospel reading for the third Sunday mentions a ghost.


There are different translations of the Catholic Bible and some use the word spirit and some uses the word ghost.  A few of the other references to ghosts and spirits throughout the Old and New Testaments are as follows:

There are other stories in the Bible where it is not so clear as to whether the person or people are seeing a ghost or ghosts.  In the Transfiguration Moses and Elijah return for a moment from the "land of the dead.”  Could they be ghosts summoned by God?  
 
In Acts chapter 16, after Paul separated from Barnabas, he had a vision at night of a man from Macedonia asking for help.

Bible Translations
I asked Greg Witherow for some help with this topic and he informed me of translation issues between versions of the Catholic Bibles.  He explained that Hebrew and Greek words could refer to more than one thing and when translated, could be different between version of Bibles.  For example: 

“The Hebrew word for spirit is Ruwach which can mean wind, spirit or another of other things (like attitude, i.e. "he has a joyful spirit about him".)  Interestingly, the same can be said of the Greek word pneuma.  So the translator has to figure out which meaning when moving away from the Greek or Hebrew into another language.  Here's a couple of examples where translators disagreed.
Douay Rheims: John 3:8 - The Spirit (pneuma) breathes where he will...

Most other translations: - The wind (pneuma) blows where it chooses...

NRSV:  Genesis 1:2 - a wind (ruwach) of God swept over the face of the waters...

Most other translations: - the Spirit (ruwach) of God was moving over the face of the waters...

Ghosts
Catholic Theologian, Peter Kreeft
 has written several books dealing with heaven.  In his Everything you Ever wanted to know about Heaven, but Never Dreamed of Asking, states that “the dead often do appear to the living.  There is enormous evidence of “ghosts” in all cultures…. We can distinguish three kinds of ghosts.

1. The most familiar kind: the sad ones, the wispy ones.  They seem to be working out some unfinished earthly business, or working through Purgatory.
2. There are malicious and deceptive spirits.  These are probably the ones who respond to conjuring at séances.  They probably come from Hell.

3. There are the bright, happy spirits of dead friends and family, especially spouses, appear at God’s will, not ours, with messages of hope and love.  They seem to come from Heaven.”
He continues to say that “In Heaven these spirits are not ghosts but real, solid, and substantial because they are at home there.  “One can’t be a ghost in one’s own country.””

In his Angels and Demons: what do we Really Know About Them? book, he explains the differences between angels and ghosts.  He states that angels are not ghosts.  “They are a different kind, a different species of mind, or intelligence, just as man is a different species of animal than fish.  Human souls are meant for bodies.  Angels are not.” 
 Angels are pure spirit and humans have bodies and souls.  “Ghosts once had human bodies and will receive new resurrection bodies in heaven if they go there.”3 
On EWTN’s website there is a question and answer section where anyone can send in questions and their various priests and theologians answer the questions.  There are many questions about ghosts.

Dr. Richard Geraghty stated “there are many popular legends about ghosts with all sorts of different meanings.  The Church does not take a specific stand on these legends.  But it does teach the following:

1. All appearances of human souls and angels are controlled by God.

2. Angels and demons can appear to people on earth.

3. The souls of the departed, both good and evil, can appear to people on earth.

Dr. Geraghty also stated “We can deduce the following from what the church does teach.  IT does teach angelic spirits (either good or evil) can and have appeared to men.  Also human souls (either good or evil) have appeared to men. All of these appearances are made with the permission of God.  Spirits, either angelic or human cannot just make their appearance.  He quoted St. Thomas Aquinas that he had no difficulty with the notion of ghosts but also stated that they are controlled by God.
Fr. Bob Levis stated “The only anecdotes about ghosts with which I am somewhat familiar as a priest is this.  In one old rectory or priest house, strange things were occurring for years.  Eventually another priest suggested to the resident priest that perhaps the spirit was that of the former pastor who neglected to offer Masses given to him by some parishioners.  These Masses were offered and no more apparitions or phenomena occurred.”

Fr. Bob also answered one person’s questions stating “God can permit a soul of a deceased person to return to earth for some reason or other, perhaps to give a message.”

Souls from Purgatory

In Maria Simma’s book Get Us out of Here!!! She is interviewed and asked questions about the Poor Souls of Purgatory that visit her.  When she was young she wanted to enter a convent and believed that it was God’s will to do so.  However, after three failed attempts due to her poor health, she realized that she was not going to be a nun and told God “Hey God, it will be your fault if I don’t do your will!”  

From 1940 to 1953 she had two or three Poor Souls visit her each year in the month of November.  In 1954, she had Poor Souls visit her every night.

The first time a Poor Soul came to her, she did not who or what he was.  She woke up in the middle of the night to find a man pacing up and down in her bedroom.  She yelled at him to leave but he kept pacing.  She yelled at him :”Get lost!”  then “Who are you?”  Nothing.  She got out of bed and went to grab him and nothing was there.  She jumped back in bed again and yelled get out….  She thought she was going crazy.  He disappeared and the next morning she went right to her priest to ask him what he thought.  He told her to ask “What is it that you need from me?”

The next night he came back and repeatedly paced back and forth.  She asked “What is it that you want from me?”  He stopped, looked at her and said “Have three Masses said for me and I will be delivered.”  He disappeared.  She had the Masses said for him and he never returned.

She talks a lot about the different people who have come to her in ghost form asking for Masses or prayers to be said.  She talks a lot what the Poor Souls have told her and what Purgatory is like.  She states they visit a lot around the altar and where they died. 

She has been under three Bishops since 1940 and is obedient to her priest and current Bishop.  She talks a lot about not summing up those who are dead—it is the work of the devil.  She says that Mary is always helping the Poor Souls while they are in Purgatory and helps them to move on.
Unclean Spirits or Demons
Now to transition from ghosts to conjuring up spirits.  In 1 Samuel Chapter 28, we learn that Saul believes that God has abandoned him and he is no longer receiving messages from God through prophets or in his dreams.  Earlier Saul had driven mediums and fore-tellers out of the land and so when he went to a medium he went in disguise.  She was worried, but Saul swore to the Lord that she will not get in trouble for conjuring up the ghost of Samuel.  So, here is some of Chapter 28.

So Saul not only lost his kingdom—but his life, his sons lives and maybe his soul. 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church does not mention ghosts at all.  However, it does discuss conjuring up spirits and is similar to what the Bible states.

Kreeft quotes from Deuteronomy 18:10-11 (“Let there not be found among you anyone who immolates his son or daughters in the fire, nor a fortune-teller, soothsayer, charmer, diviner, or caster of spells, nor one who consults ghosts and spirits or seeks oracles from the dead.”) and Isaiah 8:19 (“And when they say to you, ‘Inquire of mediums and fortune tellers should not a people inquire of their gods, apply to the dead on behalf of the living?)


The last two references appear to be talking about demons.  
The Devil and Demons

Peter Kreeft states “The existence of demons is defined dogma.  (Bible and the church).  The fourth Lateran Council declared that “Satan and the other devils are (1) by nature spirits….(2) created by God, (3) and so originally good, (4) but fell into sin (5) of their own free will” and that they are (6) “eternally damned.” The new Catechism repeats this (391-95).”




Kreeft also states, “There are three levels of demonic influence on men: (1) temptation, (2) oppression, and (3) possession.  Temptation comes to everyone.  Oppression, in the form of great sorrow of spirit or great external tragedies.  Possession is rare and happens only to those who are asking for trouble by violating God’s essential safety precautions such as his severe prohibition against the occult:

Kreeft explains that “The movie The Exorcist was based on a true case history, with names, cities, genders, and some details changed.  The sounds you heard from Linda Blair’s throat were a tape recording of the voice of a demon-possessed boy during an actual exorcism.  William Peter Blatty, the author of the book, did extensive and careful research for it.  Exorcism happens.”
  I learned several years ago when I sat in the RCIA classes to learn more about my faith that each diocese has a priest who can exorcize demons.  Christ, himself exorcized demons throughout his ministry.
Conclusions

As far as unclean spirits or demons, the Catholic Church has a clear statement in the Catechism of the Catholic Church no. 2116.  As far as the Church teachings on ghosts, there is no clear statement.  The Catholic Bible mentions both ghosts and spirits; therefore we can conclude that ghosts and spirits are acceptable.
As I said in the beginning of this talk that everyone has ghosts stories or have heard some credible ghost stories.  I also said I have ghost stories of my own from my own experience.  However, the most convincing ghost story I have, has photos.  

I was traveling through Spain on a pilgrimage with friends who I have traveled with before on several pilgrimages.  One of my friends is Harry Sellars, who was the Presidential Photographer of President Eisenhower to Ford.  He took the famous Kennedy photo of the president sitting at his desk and his son, John peeking from underneath.  

Well, we were in St. Igneous’ childhood home where he was recovering from his battle injuries and had his conversion.  I was struggling with my legs and would be one of the last people going through each room.  When I was looking at the cross he prayed with, I thought, since he was injured with his leg in battle and my legs were injured, I will pray to him to help me climb the 7 or 8 stories of steps.  After I said a quick prayer to myself, I saw a flash and turned around and it was Harry.  I yelled at him to not take pictures of my backside.  So I saw that he and I were the only ones in the room.  When we returned to the US, he worked on printing all of his pictures and that picture of me and the cross was very dark, so he started lighting it up.  When he did that, he had a strange shape appear in the picture.
Prayer for Souls in Purgatory

O Gentlest Heart of Jesus, ever present in the Blessed Sacrament, ever consumed with burning love for the poor captive souls in Purgatory have mercy on the soul of Thy departed servant.  Be not severe in Thy judgment but let some drops of Thy Precious Blood fall upon the devouring flames, and do O merciful Savior send Thy angels to conduct Thy departed servant to a place of refreshment, light, and peace.  Amen.

May the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen.
� HYPERLINK "http://www.drbo.org/cgi-bin/d?b=drb&bk=49&ch=24&l=37&f=s" \l "x" �Luke 24�: 37--39





But they were startled and terrified and thought that they were seeing a ghost.  Look at my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me and see, because a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you can see I have.








2 � HYPERLINK "http://www.drbo.org/cgi-bin/d?b=drb&bk=49&ch=24&l=37&f=s" \l "x" �Machabees 3�: 31  (Douay Rheims)





Then some of the friends of Heliodorus forthwith begged of Onias, that he would call upon the most High to grant him his life, who was ready to give up the ghost.








� HYPERLINK "http://www.drbo.org/cgi-bin/d?b=drb&bk=49&ch=24&l=37&f=s" \l "x" �Matthew 13�: 43  





“When an unclean spirit goes out of a person it roams through arid regions searching for rest but finds none.





Mark 1: 23—26





In their synagogue was a man with an unclean spirit, he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us?  I know who you are—the Holy One of God!”  Jesus rebuked him and said, “Quiet! Come out of him!”  The unclean spirit convulsed him and with a loud cry came out of him.








1 � HYPERLINK "http://www.drbo.org/cgi-bin/d?b=drb&bk=49&ch=24&l=37&f=s" \l "x" �Samuel 28�: 7-19





7 “Find me a woman who is a medium, to whom I can go to seek counsel through her.” 8…”Tell my fortune through a ghost; conjure up for me the one I ask you to”  11 “Then the woman asked him, “Whom do you want me to conjure up?” and he answered, ‘Samuel,’”  12 When the woman saw Samuel, she shrieked at the top of her voice and said to Saul, “Why have you deceived me?  You are Saul!”  15 “Samuel then said to Saul, “Why do you disturb me by conjuring me up?”  Saul replied: “I am in great straits, for the Philistines are wagging war against me and God has abandoned me. Since he no longer answers me through prophets, or in dreams, I have called you to tell me what I should do.  17 “The Lord has done to you what he foretold through me: he has torn the kingdom from your grasp and has given it to your neighbor David.  19 Moreover, the Lord will deliver Israel, and you as well, into the clutches of the Philistines.  By tomorrow you and your sons will be with me, and the Lord will have delivered the army of Israel into the hands of the Philistines.








Mark 9: 2—8 The Transfiguration





After six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John and led them up a high mountain apart by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no fuller on earth could bleach them.  Then Elijah appeared to them along with Moses, and they were conversing with Jesus.  Then Peter said to Jesus in reply, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here! Let us make three tents: one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”  He hardly knew what to say, they were so terrified.  Then a cloud came, casting a shadow over them; then from the cloud came a voice, “This is my beloved Son.  Listen to him.”  Suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone by Jesus alone with them.








2116 All forms of divination are to be rejected: recourse to Satan or demons, conjuring up the dead or other practices falsely supposed to "unveil" the future. Consulting horoscopes, astrology, palm reading, interpretation of omens and lots, the phenomena of clairvoyance, and recourse to mediums all conceal a desire for power over time, history, and, in the last analysis, other human beings, as well as a wish to conciliate hidden powers. They contradict the honor, respect, and loving fear that we owe to God alone. 








Acts 16: 9—10





During the night Paul had a vision.  A Macedonian stood before him and implored him with these words, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.”  When he had seen the vision, we sought passage to Macedonia at once, concluding that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them.








2 Corinthians 11:14  





“And no wonder, for even Satan masquerades as an angel of light.”
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