The Dead Sea Scrolls

Introduction

· The Dead Sea Scrolls are considered the greatest literary discover of our time.

· Before the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls, the oldest known complete Hebrew manuscript of the Old Testament is located today in the Public Library of Leningrad, Russia and dates to about 1008AD.  The scrolls are 1000 years older than the previous known Old Testament.

· There are a lot of controversies surrounding the Dead Sea Scrolls

· Who stored the scrolls in jars and placed them in at least 11 caves?

· Is Jesus mentioned in the scrolls?

· Was Qumran a military fortress or a monastery for a Jewish sect?

· When were the scrolls discovered and who found them?

· The area the scrolls were located was to the west of the Dead Sea.  There are various dates given that the scrolls were found anywhere from the mid-1930’s to 1947.  However, 1947 is the generally accepted date.

· There are no New Testament writings from the Scrolls; therefore, Jesus is not mentioned.

· There are different numbers of the total documents discovered in the 11 caves—800 to over 1000 documents.  The problem is that the majority of the documents is no longer intact scrolls, but fragments some as small as a fingernail.  When the Bedouins were collecting the fragments, they swept them up and through them into cigar boxes.

·  The scrolls are not the original documents that make up the Hebrew Bible (the Old Testament), but they are the oldest copies of those documents that we have today.  The Dead Sea Scrolls have shed new light on the practice of the Jewish religion during the periods when the books of the Bible were composed.

The Most important thing about the Dead Sea Scrolls

· Confirms the accuracy of the Bible translation over the years by comparing the Russian’s Hebrew manuscript from 1008 AD to the Isaiah Scroll—this scroll proved to be identical to the later version of Isaiah in more than 95 percent of the text.  The 5% variation consisted primarily of obvious slips of the pen and spelling alterations.

· The scrolls are documents that were around the time Jesus walked the Earth.

· It proves that the books from the Catholic Bible did have Hebrew versions
How the Scrolls were discovered

· There is also a disagreement of who found the scrolls, but the generally accepted theory: is as follows.

· Juma Muhammed, a young Bedouin boy noticed one of his goats was climbing too high—he scaled the rocks and saw a small cave.  The opening was too small to go in—he threw a rock inside and he heard something break—pottery.  He thought it was full of treasure.

· Juma returned with a smaller friend or cousin who could fit inside.  Large jars lined the walls—some were empty—some had dirty leather bundles covered in a tattered cloth and smelling bad.

· In 1947, the area the scrolls were found in was known as Palestine, which was under British control.  However, at the same time, the United Nations was deciding to divide Palestine into two states: Israel and Palestine, which now Palestine would be under Jordanian control.

· Anything like this was supposed to be turned over to the Palestine Department of Antiquates—but they took them to Bethlehem to a market to sell them as artifacts.

· The elders had a hard time selling the scrolls, but found a shoemaker, Kando, who also traded in antiquities and bought them for $4.00.

· He took one scroll to a Syrian Orthodox Archbishop—Samuel—who was in charge of St. Mark’s Monastery in Jerusalem—where the Upper Room is located. 

· The Archbishop paid $100.00 for four of the scrolls.

· Later in 1947—the Bedouins sold three scrolls to a different shopkeeper in Bethlehem, who in turned sold them to a professor, Dr. EL Sukenik of Archaeology at Hebrew University in Jerusalem got 3 more scrolls form the same cave.  He paid $4000.00 for three scrolls.

· The Archbishops scrolls: the Isaiah Scroll—which was almost exactly the same as the Book of Isaiah today.  It was in very good condition.  Another scroll was the Habakkuk book with the writer’s own explanation of what certain quotes meant.  The third scroll was a version of Genesis—written as through Abraham was recalling it.  The forth scroll was not a biblical scroll, but a book of rules that came to be called the Manual of Discipline.

· Once the Archbishop learned that an Israeli professor wanted the scrolls, he knew they were important and asked an American professor to come and look at the scrolls.  The professor, John Trever of the American Schools of Oriental Research took the first pictures of the scrolls, which are now the most famous of the scroll pictures.  Some of the scrolls were damaged later.

· The professor had a copy of Isaiah too—but less complete than the Archbishops and it was deteriorating.  He also had the Thanksgiving Scroll—book of original psalms.  The third scroll was the War Scroll—tells the story of the War of the Sons of Light and the Sons of Darkness—a final battle at the end of time.

· The Archbishop always worried about the Jordanian Department of Antiquities was going to end up with the scrolls.

· When the Arab-Israeli broke out, the Archbishop moved to the US to keep the scrolls from the Jordanians.  In 1954 he then put an ad in the Wall Street Journal—Scrolls for sale.

· The Israeli professor died in 1952—never fulfilling his dream of getting the 7 scrolls together.  His son, also became a professor of archaeology was lecturing in New York when the ad appeared in the Journal and a friend of his saw it.  Professor Yadin secretly brought the scrolls for the State of Israel and paid $250,000 for the three scrolls.

· Israel built a museum for the original 7 scrolls—Shrine of the Book, which is in the shape of one of the lids of the jars the scrolls were found in.

Looking for more scrolls and excavating Qumran

· An Englishman, Mr. Harding was the head of the Jordanian Department of Antiquities and worked with a French priest named Fr. De Vaux—who also was an archeologist.  Both men were furious—because anything of that nature is suppose to be handed over to the Jordanians and therefore to these two men.  
· Harding and de Vaux wanted to figure out who left the scrolls in the caves.

· Above the Judean desert are vast honeycomb limestone caves.  

· The first cave—the scrolls were in good shape.  There were 11 total caves—the rest did not fare as well.  Time, humidity, insects, small animals had all taken its toll.

· They discovered a cemetery of Jewish bodies 1200 males, just a few females and children.

· The Jordanian government took aerial photos at Qumran—which they believed to be a fortress.  However, the aerial photos showed it extended far beyond the old Roman fort.

· Harding and de Vaux started excavating and found a watchtower, a scriptorium, dining room, baths and jars just like the jars found in the caves.

· While they were excavating—their teams were also looking for more caves and the race was on between the Jordanian team and the Bedouins.  The Bedouins ended up finding more caves than the Jordanian team.  The Bedouins continued to bring most of their finds to Kando who in turned sold them to the Jordanian team.

· All the materials that were found were taken to the Palestine Archaeological Museum in Jordan—a team of international experts were assembled—mostly priests.  This team did not have assess to the 7 original scrolls—but did use published translations that helped the team immensely.  Spent 4 decades putting the fragments together—not a perfect fit.

Who Left the scrolls in the Caves?

· Because of the materials found at Qumran, Harding and de Vaux believed that the people from Qumran left the scrolls—but who were they?

· The scrolls are believed to be from the “library” of a group of first-century Jews who separated themselves form the rest of society by living out in the desert at a site known as Qumran.

· The scrolls contain a variety of writings: portions of every book of the Old Testament except the Book of Esther, commentaries on the books of the Bibles, rules for religious rituals, and community life, texts designed to prepare the Qumran sect for a war at the End of Time, marriage contracts, deeds of sale, and calendars.

· The texts are composed in three languages—Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek.  They were written on leather parchment (made from goat or sheep skins) and papyrus.  One scrolls is inscribed on pure copper and is know as the Copper Scroll.

· After the Maccabian Revolt during the time of the Second Temple, there were three groups of Jews: 

· The Pharisees (against the Roman rulers, most popular group among commoners, introduced idea of rabbis, believed Torah was the way of life)

· The Sadducees (aligned with the Hasmoneans, didn’t like popular methods of teaching the Torah, they were the priests who served the Temple, priesthood was a position of authority, passed form father to son, not popular with commoners)

· Essenes (smallest group, up until the Dead Sea Scrolls—everything about them came from three 1st century AD Roman Historians: 

· Pliny—Roman military historian. 

· Josephus and Philo—Jews who became Roman citizens.  The Essenes were extremely pious Jews—all men who belied they alone were worthy to uphold the law of Moses.

· Their writings linked the Essences the sect living at Qumran.

Arguments for the scrolls being produced at Qumran

Comparing the Dead Sea Scrolls and the ancient historians

· Fr. Roland de Vaux found the kilns that were used to fire the scroll jars and found a two-story building that contained the remains of writing benches and ink wells.

· The men of Qumran and the Essenes were Celibacy.  They were very strict and followed the Law of Moses.

· Shared all things—holding all things in common

· The community survived and grew through converts

· Three major groups—Pharisees (some fate, some depends on us), Sadducees (no fate), Essenes (all fate)—predestination).  The DSS state that the community believed in Predestination (in the Rule of the Community)

· Believed in the immortality of the soul.

· Three types of Essenes

· The main group was a religious community of men who lived like monks in the desert and were very strict.

· The second group were some that got married but remained consecrated virgins

· The third group was the Essenes who did married and lived in the cities.

· The DSS deposed the Hassenian dynasty and so did the Essenes.  

· Teacher of Righteousness was the leader of the Qumran community and started the Essene community.

· Believed in a heavenly temple, angels and that the angels governed the stars and set their calendar.   They believed that their worships was guided by the angels with their calendars.

· Baptismal pools—they baptized themselves.  John the Baptist was near there…the Jordan River flows into the Dead Sea.  John the Baptist was born to old parents.  The Essenes adopted orphan children.  Several scholars believed that John the Baptist was raised by the Essenes…however it can’t be proven. 

 Cave 1 (1947)

· The first cave to be discovered.  The scrolls are in the best shape—intact.

· It contained the Isaiah Scroll—the complete text of the Book of Isaiah.  Another copy of the Book of Isaiah, but not in as good of copy and not as complete.

· The book Hakankk and commentaries about the text

· The Manual of Discipline—the Rule of the Community

· Genesis written as if Abraham was recalling the events

Cave 2 (1952) Most important Cave for Catholics.

· The Protestants do not have 7 of the same OT books as the Catholic Bible.  The reason Protestants state—there are no old Hebrew versions of these books found.  There were only Greek versions and therefore, they claim they are not inspired.  

· In Cave 2, there is a copy of the Book of Sirach in Hebrew and five fragments of Tobit, four were in Hebrew and one was in Aramaic.

Cave 3: The Copper Scroll

· Appears to be a treasure map, detailing directions to 66 places throughout the Judean desert where immense amounts of gold, silver, and other precious items were hidden.  In addition, there appears to be locations for other scrolls.

· Due to the secretive and mysterious way the text were written and the loss of identifying physical features in the region today, all attempts to locate the treasure have thus far proven unsuccessful.

· Now located in the Citadel Museum in Amman, Jordan.

Cave 4

· Cave 4 yielded approximately 15,000 fragments representing some 600 manuscripts. 

· These were not found in storage jars, but beneath the cave floor, indicating a rapid burial because of impending danger—perhaps the Roman invasion of the Jewish territory in 68 AD that led two years later to the complete destruction of Jerusalem.

By 1956 11 caves were discovered. 

Where are the scrolls now?  

· The majority of the scrolls was in Jordanian control and was placed with a team of Christian (mostly Catholic—no Jewish) scholars who over the next four decades published eight volumes of material.  

· The team was left intact by the Israelis after the Six Day War (1967).  The team was expanded in the 1980’s, which finally included Jewish scholars.  

· Many of the scrolls are at the Rockefeller Museum in East Jerusalem

· The rest are at the Israel Museum’s Shrine of the Book in Jerusalem.  

The Dead Sea Scrolls to go online: 

· The Israel’s Antiquities Authority has begun photographing the thousands of fragments and scrolls for the first time since the 1950’s and it wants to put those new images on the internet for everyone to see.  

· It will take 5 years before completion.

Basic Facts about the Dead Sea Scrolls

· The Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered between 1947-1956 in 11 caves (5 by Bedouin and 6 by archaeologist) on the upper northwest shore of the Dead Sea.

· Near the caves are the ancient ruins of Qumran, which was excavated in the early 1950’s and appears to be connected with the Scrolls (although there are scholars who disagree).

· The Scrolls appears to be the library of a Jewish sect which was hidden away in caves around the outbreak of the Jewish-Roman War (66 AD).  Archaeological evidence indicated the settlement had been inhabited since about 150 BC.

· The sect that has been most often identified with Qumran is the Essenes—who are mentioned by the historians Philo and Josephus.  However, the Essenes are not mentioned in the New Testament.  They were an intensely strict Jewish sect that was led by a priest called the “Teacher of Righteousness: who was opposed and killed by unknown killer(s).

· There are over 900 documents representing as many as 350 separate works in multiple copies, many of which are represented only by fragment.  Cave 4 alone contained 520 texts in 15,000 fragments.

· The library of scrolls contains copies of the Scriptures (ex. Isaiah Scroll), copies of other non-canonical book known to us (Enoch), and holy writings, which the group itself produced (rules of faith, commentaries on Scriptures, and many other fascinating works otherwise unknown to us).  
· As much as 40 percent of the Scrolls, mostly fragments from Cave 4, remained unpublished and unreleased (photos), until pressure mounted in the 1980’s.  A breakthrough occurred in the Fall, 1991: the photos were published by the Biblical Archaeological Society in a non-official edition; a computer reconstruction, based on a concordance, was announced; the Huntington library pledged to open their microfilm files of all the scroll photographs.

· Scrolls related to those found in the caves around Qumran were also found at Masada, the Herodian fortress taken over by Jewish Zealots after the fall of Jerusalem in 70 AD and finally taken by the Romans in 73 AD.

· Not one single manuscript fragment has ever been found at Qumran.
  However, the clay jars that were used to store the manuscripts were found at Qumran.

· The oldest complete manuscript of the Bible before the Dead Sea Scrolls was from 1008 AD.3
· The first published translation book, completed by John Allegro who was part of the original team. His book has so many falsehoods, for example, Jesus lived and died at Qumran, and survived and lived out his days at Qumran.  That the Christianity was a sexual cult.  Fourteen Oxford scholars condemned him and forced the publisher to apologize for printing the book.3
· Cave 2—had a Hebrew copy of the Book of Sirach.  This is important because many of the Rabbis in the early days of the church said that Sirach should not be included in the Old Testament because there were only Greek versions of this book—meaning that it was probably not an inspired book since it was not in Hebrew.  All the old official Hebrew books were in the Hebrew language.  The Protestants use this argument to justify that Sirach, long with Tobit and five other books should not be included in the Old Testament.  A Hebrew copy of Tobit was also discovered in Cave 2.3
· The scrolls were written in three languages—Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek.3
· All of the Old Testament books were found, except for the book for Esther.3
· Four of the Dead Sea Scrolls were sold through a classified ad in the Wall Street Journal in 1954.3
· The United Nations appointed a Jesuit-trained official, Father Roland de Vaux, director of the Ecole Biblique, a French Catholic Theological School in Arab East Jerusalem to oversee research on the scrolls.  He also oversaw the excavation of Qumran and the searching of the additional caves.2
· The Essenes had baptismal baths—no one baptized them, they baptized themselves.  There is a theory that John the Baptist lived in the wilderness near the Essenes.  The theory also states John the Baptist grew up in the Qumran community because his parents were old and the community adopted orphaned children—however, this cannot be proven. 3
· Of the scroll research, very little had been published, which adds to various controversies surrounding what is in the scrolls.  It was not until 1990 that the Huntington Library in California made available unauthorized photographs of the scrolls.  In 1991, restrictions on the use of the unpublished scrolls were lifted.
· At 1,373 feet below sea level, the Dead Sea lies at the lowest point on Earth, and contains the highest content of saline and minerals in a body of water. These minerals promote relaxation, nourish skin, and improve circulation.

· The Dead Sea is located in Israel and Jordan, about 15 miles east of Jerusalem. It is extremely deep (averaging about 1,000 feet), salty (some parts containing the highest amount of salts possible), and the lowest body of water in the world. The Dead Sea is supplied by a number of smaller streams, springs, and the Jordan River.  Adjacent areas to it are very arid and favorable for the preservation of materials like the Dead Sea Scrolls.

· The period of the scrolls (250BC to 68AD) is the entire Second Temple Period (200BC to 70AD)
Latest News on the Dead Sea Scrolls

· The Dead Sea Scrolls to go online: The Israel’s Antiquities Authority has begun photographing the thousands of fragments and scrolls for the first time since the 1950’s and it wants to put those new images on the internet for everyone to see.

· Infrared images:  The researchers are now using infrared images in order to see letters that had never been seen before.

· The first time they were photographed?:  In the 1950’s a college professor, John Trevor, one of the last two remaining at the American School of Oriental Research (ASOR) (since it was such a dangerous time, most of the professors left) was contacted by the Syrian Archbishop who had bought four of the first scrolls.  This professor was also a professional photographer and he decided to photograph the scrolls—which was the first time the scrolls were photographed.  Most of the famous and most published pictures of the scrolls were made by Professor Trevor.  These photos are very important because since the photographing the scrolls, there has been damage to the scrolls, including when they were photographed (some damage was done to the scrolls at that time since they used tape to hold down fragments).

· The current photographing project: The current project will take five years to complete.  Then anyone will have direct access to the material.5
· Traveling outside of Israel:  On the very rare occasion, the scrolls will travel outside of Israel.  Canada was allowed to have three Dead Sea Scrolls from the very first discovery.  Two of these scrolls had never been outside of Israel and the third had not left Israel for 50 years.  They were a part of an exhibit (12/2003 to 04/2004) celebrating over one thousand years of the Jewish history from 1200 BC to the fall of the second Jewish temple in Jerusalem in 70 AD.

In 1993, the Library of Congress held an exhibit about the Dead Sea Scrolls.  Go to their website to learn about the past exhibit.  www.loc.gov
· Where are the scrolls now?  The majority of the scrolls was in Jordanian control and was placed with a team of Christian (mostly Catholic—no Jewish) scholars who over the next four decades published eight volumes of material.  The team was left intact by the Israelis after the Six Day War (1967).  The team was expanded in the 1980’s, which finally included Jewish scholars.  Most of the scrolls are at the Rockefeller Museum in East Jerusalem; the rest are at the Israel Museum’s Shrine of the Book in Jerusalem.  
Sample of the Nonbiblical Materials

War Scroll
—The War of the Sons of Light and the Sons of Darkness.  It is much like the New Testament Book of Revelations except that, after the apocalypse, the Qumranites will return to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple, whereas, in the Christian revelation, Jesus will return to reign over all of mankind in glory.

The Manual of Discipline Scroll6— or the Community Rule Scroll that details the beliefs and practices of a messianic sect and it also outlines the expected behaviors of the community, including punishment for breaking the rules. This fragment cites the admonitions and punishments to be imposed on violators of the rules, the method of joining the group, the relations between the members, their way of life, and their beliefs. The sect divided humanity between the righteous and the wicked and asserted that human nature and everything that happens in the world is irrevocably predestined. The scroll ends with songs of praise to God.  A complete copy of the scroll, eleven columns in length, was found in Cave 1. Ten fragmentary copies were recovered in Cave 4, and a small section was found in Cave 5. The large number of manuscript copies attests to the importance of this text for the sect. 

The Copper Scroll
—Found in Cave 3, this scroll contains a list of 64 hiding places where gold, silver, sacred objects and other scrolls were hidden.  However, no one has been able to find any of this treasure.

Commentaries on Scriptures—The oldest biblical commentary on the book of Habakkuk was found in the caves.  These scrolls give insight into the beliefs of the community towards the Scriptures.

The Damascus Document
—A collection of rules and instructions reflecting the practices of a sectarian community. It includes two elements. The first is an admonition that implores the congregation to remain faithful to the covenant of those who retreated from Judea to the "Land of Damascus." The second lists statutes dealing with vows and oaths, the tribunal, witnesses and judges, purification of water, Sabbath laws, and ritual cleanliness. The right-hand margin is incomplete. The left-hand margin was sewn to another piece of parchment, as evidenced by the remaining stitches.

The Pierced Messiah Text8—This six-line fragment (1.5 in. by 2 in), is written in a Herodian script of the first half of the first century AD and refers to a Messiah from the Branch of David, to a judgment, and to a killing.  However, translating this fragment can be done two different ways since the vowels are omitted and must be supplied by the reader. The two translations are that the pierced messiah will be killed or will kill.

Angelic Liturgy Text8—Are also known at the Songs of the Sabbath Sacrifice is a liturgical work composed of thirteen separate sections, one for each of the first thirteen Sabbaths of the year. The songs evoke angelic praise and elaborate on angelic priesthood, the heavenly temple, and the Sabbath worship in that temple.

The Hosea Commentary Scroll8—This text is a commentary on the prophetic biblical verses from the book of Hosea (2:8-14).

Enoch8—The Book of Enoch is a pseudoepigraphal work (a work that claims to be by a biblical character). The Book of Enoch was not included in either the Hebrew or most Christian biblical canons, but could have been considered a sacred text by the sectarians. The original Aramaic version was lost until the Dead Sea fragements were discovered.  Although the original version was lost in antiquity, portions of a Greek translation were discovered in Egypt and quotations were known from the Church Fathers. The discovery of the texts from Qumran Cave 4 has finally provided parts of the Aramaic original. In the fragment exhibited here, humankind is called on to observe how unchanging nature follows God's will.

Torah Precepts8—This scroll, apparently in the form of a letter, is unique in language, style, and content. Using linguistic and theological analysis, the original text has been dated as one of the earliest works of the Qumran sect. This sectarian polemical document, of which six incomplete manuscripts have been discovered, is commonly referred to as MMT, an abbreviation of its Hebrew name, Miqsat Ma`ase ha-Torah. Together the six fragments provide a composite text of about 130 lines, which probably cover about two-thirds of the original. The initial part of the text is completely missing. 

Apparently it consisted of four sections: (1) the opening formula, now lost; (2) a calendar of 364 days; (3) a list of more than twenty rulings in religious law, most of which are peculiar to the sect; and (4) an epilogue that deals with the separation of the sect from the multitude of the people and attempts to persuade the addressee to adopt the sect's legal views. The religious laws, form the core of the letter; the remainder of the text is merely the framework. The calendar, although a separate section, was probably also related to the sphere of the religious laws. These religious laws deal chiefly with the Temple and its ritual. The author states that disagreement on these matters caused the sect to secede from Israel. 

Calendrical Document8—A significant feature of the community was its calendar, which was based on a solar system of 364 days, unlike the common Jewish lunar calendar, which consisted of 354 days. The calendar played a weighty role in the schism of the community from the rest of Judaism, as the festivals and fast days of the group were ordinary work days for the mainstream community and vice versa. 

According to the calendar, the New Year always began on a Wednesday, the day on which God created the heavenly bodies. The year consisted of fifty-two weeks, divided into four seasons of thirteen weeks each, and the festivals consistently fell on the same days of the week. It appears that these rosters were intended to provide the members of the "New Covenant" with a time-table for abstaining from important activities on the days before the dark phases of the moon's waning and eclipse (duqah).
Psalms Scroll8—This impressive scroll is a collection of psalms and hymns, comprising parts of forty-one biblical psalms (chiefly form chapters 101-50), in non-canonical sequence and with variations in detail. It also presents previously unknown hymns, as well as a prose passage about the psalms composed by King David.  One of the longer texts to be found at Qumran, the manuscript was found in 1956 in Cave 11 and unrolled in 1961. Its surface is the thickest of any of the scrolls (may be of calfskin rather than sheepskin), which was the more common writing material at Qumran. The script is on the grain side of the skin. The scroll contains twenty-eight incomplete columns of text, six of which are displayed here (cols. 14-19). Each of the preserved columns contains fourteen to seventeen lines; it is clear that six to seven lines are lacking at the bottom of each column.   The scroll's script is of fine quality, with the letters carefully drawn in the Jewish book-hand style of the Herodian period. 

The Dead Sea Scrolls’ Timeline

198 BC
Syrian Greeks take control of Judea

168 BC
Syrian Greek King Antiochus IV bans Judaism in Jerusalem and desecrates the Temple.

167 BC
Led by Judah Maccabee, the Jews revolt and recapture the Temple.  Eventually the Maccabee family, later known as the Hasmonean dynasty, wins Judean independence from Syria.

About 140 BC
The Qumran sect, angry that the Hasmoneans have usurped the powers of the priests at the Temple, withdraws to the wilderness, where it builds a community and considers itself “the true Israel.”

63 BC
The Roman general Pompey enters Jerusalem and Judea is occupied by Rome.

39 BC
Herod, named king of the Jews by the Romans, expands the Temple.

0-6 AD
Jesus is born

30-33 AD
Jesus is crucified

66 AD
The Jewish revolt begins

68 AD
The settlement at Qumran is burned by the Romans

70 AD
Rome conquers Jerusalem, destroying the city and the Temple

1870s
After almost 2,000 years of limited Jewish settlement in the land of Israel, Jews begin returning in larger numbers.

1946 – 1947
Bedouin shepherds of the Ta’amireh tribe find Cave 1, containing 7 scrolls

April 1947
The tribesmen bring their scrolls to an antiquities dealer named Kando, in Bethlehem.

Spring 1947
Kando shows one scroll to Metropolitan (Archbishop) Samuel of the Syrian Orthodox Church: St. Mark’s (which is where the Upper Room is located)

July 1947
Members of the Ta’amireh tribe are turned away from St. Mark’s but later in the summer return with four scrolls, which Samuel purchases sometime in the late summer or early fall.

Nov. – Dec. 1947
Professor E.L. Sukenik of Hebrew University hears about scrolls found near the Dead Sea from a friend who is an antiquities dealer.

Nov. 1947
The United Nation votes to partition Palestine into two states, one Jewish, one Arab.

Nov. 1947
Professor Sukenik purchases three scrolls.

Winter 1948
Professor Sukenik has an opportunity to buy the metropolitan’s scrolls, but the deal falls through for lack of funds.

1949
G. Lankester Harding, who is British and the head of the Jordanian Dept. of Antiquities, learns of the Dead Sea Scrolls (furious that he was not told earlier since he is over all the Antiquities of the Qumran area  he learned from a magazine article). 

1951 
Harding, along with Father Roland de Vaux, begins excavating the Qumran site and searching for other caves.

1952
The Copper Scroll is found.

May 1953
An international team of scholars begins trying to piece together the thousands of scroll fragments found in eleven caves in the area.

June 1954
Metropolitan Samuel, now living in New York, places an ad in the Wall Street Journal in an effort to sell his four scrolls.

Summer 1954
After secret negotiations the metropolitan’s scrolls are sold to Professor Sukenik’s son Yigael Yadin, for the state of Israel.

1955
The Copper Scroll is sent to Manchester, England, to be unrolled with special machines

1956
G. Lankester Harding resigns his post at the Jordanian Dept. of Antiquities and ends five successful years of excavations at Qumran.

1961
Yigael Yadin learns of the Temple Scroll but fails in his attempt to obtain it for Israel.

June 1967
The Six-Day War brings new land, including Bethlehem and East Jerusalem, into the hands of the Israelis.

1988
The concordance to the Dead Sea Scrolls is published.

1991
A computer-generated re-creation of the Dead Sea texts is published.

1991
The Huntington Library in California frees its photographic copies of the Dead Sea Scroll fragments from Cave 4, allowing scholars all over the world access to the scrolls. 

August 2008
Announcement of the Dead Sea Scroll fragments will be assessable online.

The Essenes

Introduction

· Before the Dead Sea Scrolls, the only information about the Essenes was from ancient historians. Two Jewish historians, Philo, who called the Essenes “the holy ones,” and Josephus. However, neither one wrote very much about the Essenes (members of monastic brotherhoods of Jews in Palestine from the 2nd century BC to the 2nd century AD), although the historians list them as one of the three important groups of the day (along with the Sadducees and the Pharisees).  The Essenes are not listed in the Bible anywhere.

· At their peak, both authors agreed that their numbers were about 4000 Essenes, who were farmers and artisans.  They are broken into two groups: the larger group who lived in a community to the west of the Dead Sea was a brotherhood of celibate males and a second, smaller group who lived in small towns and the cities were married.  It is not clear if the two groups would met together; however, one scroll suggests that once a year there was a large festival where all participated.

· From various dating techniques (coins, Carbon 14, and pottery shards) the Essenes started around 150 B.C. and was destroyed by the Romans around 68 A.D. 
Their Beliefs

· They worshipped one God, Creator and Ruler of all things, omnipotent and omniscient.  They believed in fate.
· The brotherhood refused to join in the Temple sacrifices.  They did not believe in any blood sacrifices for they believed it was neither clean nor pure.  A reverent mind was the best offering to God.  Anointing with oil was considered defilement.  The married Essenes would make sacrifices of vegetables at the Temple, according to Josephus.

· Both sects of the Essenes had a strict observance of the Sabbath.  They did absolutely nothing on the Sabbath, including relieving themselves.

· Baptism: They did a purifying bath, which they called baptism (but baptized themselves) and wore white before their midday meal.

· Essenes beliefs on Death: Death was welcomed—they believed souls are immortal and live forever.  They placed bad souls in a gloomy cave and believed it was full of never-ending torments.  Many of the Essenes lived long lives and they acquired such fortitude of mind and body that the worst torments inflicted on them by the Romans failed to shake them and they met death with a smile.  
· Essenes virtues: obedience, truthfulness, continence, justice, and temperance.  They paid great attention to the sick, respect to the aged, and showed marked kindness and hospitality to strangers. 

· Slavery: All men were regarded as equal, and slavery was regarded as contrary to nature. Servants were forbidden as tempting men to injustice.  

· Punishment: Those guilty of great crimes were punished by one of several consequences: long exclusion, complete excommunication, great hardships, or death.  One of the ways they were sentenced to death was to eat only herbs until they perished. To receive the death sentence a court of one-hundred members constituted a court of justice whose unanimous decision was irrevocable.

· They searched for medicinal remedies in nature.  They laid claim to magical powers and ability to predict. Josephus claimed that one of the Essene, Manahem, foretold Herod the Great's kingship when he was a boy without any royal prospects. Due to this, it was said that the Essenes had Herod’s favor. 

· The daily routine: They were up before daybreak for devotion and prayer.  They could not speak to one another until they have praised God in hymns.  They said a prayer as if invoking the sun to rise. Each was sent then to his appointed employment at which he worked until the fifth hour, (eleven AM), when all assembled and having bathed in water specially exorcised, and clothed themselves in white, they entered the common dining room quietly and silently. There is a benediction that would have been offered by a priest, who also recites the grace before and after the meal.  At the end of the meal they praise God in hymns.  They were given some bread and a dish of one sort of food. Their white garments lay aside, and resuming their ordinary attire they worked until evening, when then ate in the same manner. At the noonday meal, which was regarded apparently as a sacrificial feast, being prepared by their priests, no stranger was admitted, but at supper it was otherwise. devoted their time to study and devotion.
· Marriage: Although there were sects of Essenes that were married, the majority of them were not and were a brotherhood of celebrate men.  The historian Pliny stated that the brotherhood did not trust women and desired peace and harmony. Their sect continued to grow through adopting children and admitting adults who were "wearying of battling with the rough sea of life."  

Were the Essences the ones who lived in Qumran?

There is a lot of debate of this question.  Pick up various books on the Dead Sea Scrolls and there will be this debate.  The leader of the excavation of Qumran, Fr. Roland de Vaux believed the Essences did live at Qumran and were the ones who placed the scrolls in the caves.  He based this information on the clay jars found in the caves were the same ones found at Qumran and were not found anywhere else in Israel.  He also used the historical accounts from Philo and Josephus.  Other scholars believed that Qumran was a military fortress due to the cemetery outside of the walls of Qumran.  The cemetery has mostly men, who seem to be buried at the same time in a military-type fashion (in straight lines).  However, others state the cemetery is this way due to everyone being killed by the Romans in 68 or 70 AD.  Today, at the Qumran site, the museum claims that the Essences were the inhabitants of Qumran.
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