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Holy Trinity Catholic Church

Floral and Decorations Policies


During the Ordinary Time of the Church’s Liturgical Year, couples are welcome to adorn the altar area with flowers for their wedding according to the guidelines below.  Couples who schedule their wedding during the penitential seasons of Advent and Lent must keep floral arrangements minimal, e.g. no altar arrangements, pew bows or other decor, though hand-held bouquets, corsages and boutonnieres are permitted.  Couples who choose wedding dates that fall within the first two weeks/weekends after Christmas day or Easter Sunday may add to Holy Trinity’s floral décor during that period of time, but the church’s Christmas and Easter flower arrangements will not be moved in order to be replaced by wedding flowers.  Couples who choose to be married during this period of time, and who wish to purchase altar arrangements should consult the wedding ministry coordinator to discuss wedding flower arrangements that will blend with Holy Trinity’s existing floral arrangements.

Please be aware (and ensure that your florist is aware) of all of the following:

· Decorations and flowers may be delivered no sooner than 30 minutes before the scheduled start time of the wedding, i.e. 10:30 AM for an 11 AM wedding; 1:30 PM for a 2 PM wedding.  

· Bouquets, corsages and boutonnieres that are delivered to the church must be labeled with each wearer’s name or position in the wedding party e.g. groom, groomsman, mother, ring bearer.

· Real or artificial loose flowers, flower petals or other objects may not be carried or dropped inside or outside of the church.

· Pew bows, when used, must be tied to the pews with elastic, lace, tulle or wireless ribbon.  Pew clips may not be used.  Pew bows may not be taped or wired to the pews.  The pew sides (below the shoulder) are 18” wide and 2.5” deep.  Total length around is 41”.  Add to that measurement the amount of material that you desire to create the tied portion of the bow.  It is strongly recommended that the individual who is making the pew bows contact the Wedding Ministry to ensure that the bows will be in compliance with these guidelines.  Pew bows that are not in compliance will not be placed on the pews on the wedding day.

· For the front 13 pews on each side of the main aisle, decorations that restrict guests’ access to the main aisle may not be used (e.g. tulle draped from pew shoulder to pew shoulder along aisle). 

· Aisle runner and floor standing decorations (e.g. vases, candelabra) may not be placed in the main aisle.

· Flower arrangements may not be placed on the altar or lectern, and may not restrict the movement or visibility of the clergy or wedding party.  Arrangements that are placed near the altar may not be taller than the altar (40 inches tall), including the height of any stands/pedestals.

· It is expected that altar-area flower arrangements will stay at the church after the wedding, and Holy Trinity parish is very appreciative of this thoughtful gesture which adds beauty to our weekend Masses.  

· Florists may not leave urns, vases or pedestals at the church, anticipating their return or pick up later in the week.  Holy Trinity will not take responsibility for these items.  

· Wreaths, bows or other decorations may not be hung from church doors, or placed anywhere outside of the church.

Couples whose weddings are on the same day may opt to share the cost of the altar-area flowers.  Contact the Wedding Ministry for more information.  

For questions or further information, please e-mail 

Holy Trinity’s Wedding Ministry Coordinator, Kathy Cumber at kcumber@comcast.net






