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	St. Stephen
St. Stephen was one of the first seven deacons ordained by the Apostles.  With great zeal and courage, he proclaimed Christianity.  Because of this, his enemies brought charges of blasphemy against him before the Sanhedrin.  When it was his turn to defend himself, he again spoke boldly for Christianity and against their hardness of hearts.  Announcing a vision he was having in their presence, of Christ standing at the right hand of God, was the final straw.  They dragged him out of the city and stoned him to death.  His final words were “Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.”  He was the first martyr, dying shortly after Christ.  His feast day is December 26th.
	Adoration Prayer 
O Jesus, hidden God, I cry to Thee; O Jesus, hidden Light, I turn to Thee; O Jesus Hidden Love, I run to Thee; With all the strength I have I worship Thee; With all the love I have, I cling to Thee; With all my soul I long to be with Thee, And fear no more to fail, or fall from Thee.
O hidden Love, Who now art loving me; O wounded Love, Who once wast dead for me; O patient Love, Who weariest not of me – O bear with me till I am lost in Thee; O bear with me till I am found in Thee.

	
	Thanksgiving Prayer

Let there be thanks to you, my sweetness, my honor, my trust, my God, let there be thanks to you for your gifts.  Keep them for me.  Thus you will keep me, and the things that you gave me will be both increased and perfected, and I will be with you, for you have also given it to me that I exist.  (excerpt from The Confessions of St. Augustine)
Prayer for Peace

Oh God, from whom proceeds all holy desires, right council and just works, grant to Your servants that peace which the world cannot give.  That when our hearts have been disposed to obey your commandments and the fear of the enemy has been removed, peace may be restored to the world under Your holy protection, through Christ Our Lord, Amen.


	
	Reminder…
    Please remember to pray for the spiritual and material needs 
                                  of Holy Trinity Parish.


