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	St Christopher

Martyr, July 25th Patron of Travelers
	Holy Trinity Catholic Church, Bristow, Virginia
	July 2007

	Patron saint of motor travelers and one of the Fourteen Holy Helpers who appeared to St. Joan de Arc.  Martyr. Called Kester, he died at Lycia.  Tradition states that he was an ugly giant of a man who made a living carrying people across a river.  One day a small child asked for a ride and Christopher put him on his shoulder and waded into the water.  With each step the child grew heavier and Christopher struggled in fear of his life.  The child then revealed that He was Christ..  Christopher means “Christ bearer.”
	Adoration Prayer

O, Lord Jesus, how great is the sweetness of the devout soul

Fed by You at Your heavenly banquet, where there is no other

But Yourself---the soul’s only Beloved---the One to be desired

Above all the desires of the heart!  What a delight it would be for

Me if I could weep before You, with deep, humble love,

Washing Your feet with my tears as did the devoted Mary

Magdalene.  But where is this devotion, and where the abundant

outpouring of holy tears?  Certainly my heart should be on fire

and weep for joy here before You and Your Holy Angels,

for you are really present with me in this sacred Sacrament,

though hidden beneath another form.  

(Imitation of Christ, Book IV, Chap 11)

Memorare
Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary,
that never was it known that anyone who

 fled to thy protection,
implored thy help or sought thy intercession, 

was left unaided. Inspired with this confidence,
I fly unto thee, O Virgin of virgins my Mother;
to thee I come, before thee I kneel,
sinful and sorrowful; 

O Mother of the Word Incarnate,
despise not my petitions, 

but in thy mercy hear and answer me.
Amen.

Prayer

Almighty and ever living God, graciously pour out Your Spirit upon us.  Let our hearts be filled with that true love, which enabled Your holy martyr Christopher to overcome all bodily torments.  Amen.
	

	
	Don’t Forget…
	

	
	If you will be away or going out of town over the summer, please locate a substitute.
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