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	Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
This feast of Our Lady, celebrated on December 8th, commemorates the preservation of the Mother of God from original sin from the moment of her conception in St. Anne’s womb.  Though this was not officially declared as a Dogma of the Faith until December 8th, 1854 by Pope Pius IX, it was acknowledged in tradition and spoken of implicitly in the writings of the early Church.  In a writing of St. Ambrose dated in the late fourth century, he speaks of Mary as “a Virgin not only undefiled but a Virgin whom grace has made inviolate, free of every stain of sin.”  She is the Patroness of the United States.
	Adoration Prayer 
     O, Lord Jesus, how great is the sweetness of the devout soul fed by You at Your heavenly banquet, where there is no other but Yourself – the soul’s only Beloved –the One to be desired above all the desires of the heart!  What a delight it would be for me if I could weep before You, with deep and humble love, washing Your feet with my tears as did the devoted Mary Magdalene.  But where is this devotion, and where the abundant outpouring of holy tears?  Certainly my heart should be on fire and weep for joy here before You and Your holy Angels, for You are really present with me in this sacred Sacrament, though hidden beneath another form.    Imitation of Christ, Book IV, Chap.11

	
	Thanksgiving Prayer

      Blessed be the Lord!

      For he has heard the voice of my supplications.
     The Lord is my strength and my shield:

     in Him my heart trusts;
     so I am helped, and my heart exults,
     and with my song I give thanks to Him.  Psalm 28: 6-7

	
	   Don’t forget…
    If you will be going out of town this holiday season, please locate a substitute for your shift. Thank you and have a wonderful holiday season!


